
THORNTON-DONOVAN SCHOOL 

ISRAEL / JORDAN ITINERARY  

18-30 May 2023 

 

DAY 01 - Wednesday - May 17 - DEPART FROM JFK TO ISRAEL 

EL AL ISRAEL AIRLINES Flight # 002 =- departing JFK at 5:30 PM 

  

Day 02 - Thursday - May 18 - TREE PLANTING - JAFFA - TEL AVIV 

We land at Ben Gurion airport at 11:00 AM where 
our representative will meet us to assist us through air-
port formalities and take you to your awaiting guide and 
bus. We will take a short drive to the Jerusalem foothills 
where we will begin our journey by putting our mark in 

the land with Tree Planting in the Tzora Forest, not far 
from the airport, with the Jewish National Fund.  Since 
their founding in 1901, the JNF has planted an incredible 
250 million trees in Israel, contributing to greening the 
land and preventing land erosion. You will now be part of 

this amazing effort! 

We continue with a sightseeing tour in the Old Port City of Jaffa (Yafo), just south of Tel Aviv, for a 
beautiful panoramic view of Tel Aviv and a sense of the first Jewish city of the modern era, established in 
1909.  Jaffa is where the Prophet Jonah set out on his ill-fated sea voyage before returning to warn the 
people of Nineveh. 

Transfer to your hotel for check in and some R&R before our journey continues. 

Dinner & overnight Tel Aviv 

 

Day 03 - Friday - May 19 - CAESAREA - KFAR KEDEM -NAZARETH   

After a bountiful Israeli breakfast buffet, we head up the coastline and travel north to visit the ancient city 

of Caesarea, built by Herod the Great and once the seat of Roman rule. The city and its archeological 
wonders are a testament to its significance throughout the ag-
es. The ancient port, the Roman hippodrome and amphitheater 
and the impressive palace are among the many historical treas-
ures in this fascinating ancient city.   

We will next go “back in time” as we travel to Kfar Kedem for 
a special visit where we will participate in a biblical experience, 
winnowing wheat, riding on donkeys and partaking in a Biblical 
lunch – all dressed in period garb!   

We will next visit Nazareth, the cradle of Christianity, the city 
where according to tradition, the angel Gabriel told Mary that 
she would conceive by the power of the Holy Spirit, and the 



place where Jesus spent his childhood and youth. Time permitting, we will stop at Kfar Cana to visit the 

Church of the Wedding where Jesus turned water into wine. 

Dinner & overnight Haifa 

  

Day 04 - Saturday  May 20 -  ACC0 - ROSH HANIKRA - BANIAS NATIONAL PARK  

We begin our day by traveling to the ancient cru-
sader port city of Acco, the fascinating UNESCO 
World Heritage Site with new excavations over 
1000 years old. Visit the Crusader Halls and the 
Hospitaller Fortress and see the underground tun-
nels and pathways. Look upon the port and fortifi-
cations that enabled the inhabitants of the town to 
resist Napoleon Bonaparte.  Spend some time walk-
ing through the Arab Bazaar with vendors selling 
fresh fish and other goods.  Visit also "Hamam al-
Basha" Turkish bath, built at the end of the 18th 

century by the Governor of Acre, Jazzar Pasha. Walk underground in The Templars' Tunnel, leading from 
the fortress to the city's port.  We may visit the Treasures in the Walls Museum and get acquainted with 
the traditional craftsmen who worked in the markets, the spectacular furniture of the city's well-to-do and 
the fabric of life in a city that was a unique meeting place of art and religion.  

Next, we will travel further up the coast to visit Rosh Hanikrah - with its  stunning chalk-white cliffs at Is-
rael’s northernmost coastal border. Take the cable car down the cliffs to the grottos below and tour the 
system of underground caves eroded by pounding waves over thousands of years. 

We will end the day with a lovely visit to the Banias Falls where we will have time for a nature hike to one 
of Israel’s most beautiful waterfalls, which flows from the foot of Mount Hermon to the Jordan River.  The 
site, also known as Caesarea Phillipi was a pagan city dedicated to the god Pan and was reconstructed in 
ancient times by Philip, the son of Herod.  Here Saint Peter made his proclamation of faith in Jesus, who 
declared him the rock on which he would build his Church and promised him the key to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Dinner & overnight Kibbutz Hagoshrim  

  

Day 05 - Sunday May 21 - SEA OF GALILEE BOAT RIDE - CAPERNAUM - TABGHA - MT. OF BEATITUDES - 
SAFED  

After a delicious breakfast, we will take a tranquil boat 
ride on the calm waters of the Sea of Galilee. Sail across 
the same waters that Jesus and his disciples did 2,000 years 
ago.  Visiting sites around the Sea of Galilee today, we will 

next visit Capernaum, where a 2nd century synagogue was 
discovered, throwing light on the life of the community of 
that era. According to the Christian tradition, Jesus served 
here as a local rabbi and performed miracles. The tradition-

al house of Saint Peter is also located here. Visit Tabgha - 

Church of the Multiplication, the traditional site of the 



miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes and the third resurrection appearance of Jesus.   Visit 
Mount of Beatitudes where Jesus gave his famous Sermon on the Mount. Enjoy a magnificent view of the 
northern part of the Sea of Galilee including Tabgha and Capernaum.  
Enjoy a St. Peter fish lunch at a local restaurant 

We will end the day with a visit to Safed, known as the capi-
tal of Jewish mysticism past and present; this breathtaking 
ancient hilltop city is the highest in the Galilee and all of Isra-
el – geologically and spiritually. Explore one of the four sa-
cred cities in Judaism, walk the winding cobblestone alleys in 
the Old City, view unique stone buildings and continue to the 
Artists’ Colony. Our visit may also take us to the famous syna-
gogues of Safed - Ha'ari, Abuhav and Yosef Caro Synagogues. 

Dinner & overnight Kibbutz Hagoshrim 

  

Day 06 - Monday May 22 –KFAR HANOKDIM GOLAN HEIGHTS - MT. BENTAL - BEIT SHE'AN - GAN HASH-
LOSHA - KIBBUTZ SDE ELIYAHU 

This morning we will climb to the Golan Heights plateau and head to the Mt. Bental overlook.  From 
this former military base, we can look into Syria and learn about the village of Kunetra and the 1967 & 1973 

Wars that have shaped Israeli history and geo-political narrative.  You will see the  iconic Valley of Tears, 
site of a major battle between 6-9 October, 1973.  Vastly outnumbered, the Israeli forces held out for four 
days, until the retreat of the Syrian forces. 

We travel south to the ancient remains of Beit Shean 
(Scythopolis), founded some six millennia ago, men-
tioned in Scripture in the tragedy of King Saul’s defeat 
on nearby Mount Gilboa. Some 2,300 years ago it was 
rebuilt as a Hellenistic city. It rose to greatness under 
the Romans and the Byzantines but was felled by an 
earthquake in 749 CE, leaving behind splendid colon-
naded streets, a bathhouse, theater and shrines, re-
constructed in the shadow of the biblical tell.   We will 

next enjoy a refreshing stop at Gan Hashlosha Na-
tional Park, or as locals call it - the Sachne - un-
doubtedly one of the most beautiful places in  
Israel. Here we can enjoy a swim in the water that are 
82 degrees  F year-round. 

We travel a short distance to the Modern Orthodox Kibbutz of Sde Eliyahu which is a pioneer in organic 
agriculture. Take a unique tour in the clean air and the chemical free environment of organic farming at its 

best. Learn also about Kibbutz ideology and Jewish Religion, and how the two meet.  Drive to Kfar 
HaNokdim, an oasis in the Judean Desert. The picturesque desert resort features goat hair Bedouin style 
tents, spacious lodges made of local stone and many relaxing spots to unwind among palm trees and capti-

vating nature. Enjoy a Camel Trek and Bedouin hospitality, and a dinner before ending the night with a 
bonfire under the stars! 

Dinner & overnight Kfar Hanokdim  



  

Day 07 - Tuesday  May 23  - KFAR HANOKDIM - NEVE SHALOM - DIG FOR A DAY AT BEIT GUVRIN 

We will bid the camels and our tent farewell this morning, as we head to Neve Shalom, also known as 
Wāħat as-Salām, a cooperative village in Israel, jointly founded by Israeli Jews and Arabs to show that the 
two peoples can live side by side peacefully, as well as to conduct educational work for peace, equality and 
understanding between the two peoples. 

We will next get another chance to roll up our sleeves at “Dig for a Day” – as we participate in an archaeolog-

ical dig under Tel Maresha at Beit Guvrin.  Vast underground 

labyrinths of man-made rooms that are being systematically 
cleaned and give evidence of underground industrial complexes 
dating from the Hellenistic period. Remains of olive oil produc-
tion, weaving installations, water cisterns and baths confirm a 
high level of material culture. 
Travel to Jerusalem to check in to our hotel. 
Diner & overnight Jerusalem 

  

Day 08 - Wednesday.  May 24 -– JERUSALEM - YAD VASHEM - 
ISRAEL MUSEUM - MACHANE YEHUDA MARKET TASTING TOUR 

We start the day with a moving visit to Yad Vashem, Museum and Memorial for the 6 million Jews 

murdered in the Holocaust. We will visit the Holocaust History Museum, built mostly underground. 
Both multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary, it presents the story of the Holocaust from a unique Jewish per-
spective, emphasizing the experiences of the individual victims through original artifacts, survivor testimo-
nies and personal possessions. 

End the visit at the very moving exhibit at the Children’s Pavilion, commemorating the death of over 1.5 
million Jewish children in the Holocaust. 

We will next visit the Israel Museum, where the Dead Sea Scrolls are exhibited, and to view the Model 
of Jerusalem, as it used to look in the 2nd Temple period. 

Enjoy a tasting tour of the Machane Yehuda Market! The Market tour is full of flavors and fragrances in 
and around the market and includes fascinating stories, a bit of history, colorful characters, and tastings of 
some of the unique market delicacies – homemade 
halva, homemade Jerusalem ice cream, natural 
health drinks, superb olive oils, and more. 

Optional today - visit the informal cultural and educa-
tional institution Bloomfield Science Museum that 
presents interactive exhibits on subjects of science 
and technology.   

Dinner & overnight Jerusalem 

  

Day 09 - Thursday  May 25 - SHAVUOT EVE - JERUSA-
LEM - CITY OF DAVID - Bethlehem 

Today, as Jerusalem prepares for the feast of Shavuot – one of the three ancient pilgrimage holidays for Jew-



ish people, we will visit the Old City and Bethlehem.  

We start the day with a visit to the City of David and see the newest and exciting excavations of Jerusalem 
during the time of the first Temple period. The story of the City of David began over 3,000 years ago, when 
King David left the city of Hebron for a small hilltop city known as Jerusalem, establishing it as the unified 
capital of the tribes of Israel. Today, deep underground, the City of David is revealing some of the most ex-

citing archeological finds of the ancient world.  

We may opt to roll up our pants as we walk through Hezekiah’s 
Tunnel which still flows with water. 

We may opt to add today a special visit to take the fascinating 
tour at the Western Wall Tunnels and reveal the hidden sec-
tions of the Western Wall. History will come to life as you move 
through underground passages, discover life in Jerusalem during 
The Second Temple era and learn about the art, architecture 
and building practices. 

We travel the short distance to visit the Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem which is one of the oldest continuously operating 
churches in the world. The church is built over the cave that tra-
dition marks as the birthplace of Jesus.  After walking through 
the small entrance to the church known as the Door of Humility 
and following the pathways past the wall mosaics that date back 
a millennium, find yourself at the Grotto of the Nativity, the spot 

that has been honored as the place where Christ was born. 

Savor a Middle Eastern lunch at a local restaurant. 

Time permitting, we may also visit the Shepherds' Field and Grotto. According to tradition this is where local 
Jewish Shepherds were brought tidings of joy from an angel that told them of the birth of Jesus. The Sanctu-
ary, designed by Barluzzi, stands on a rock overlooking the ruins. 

Dinner & overnight Jerusalem 

 

Day 10 - Friday.  May 26 - SHAVUOT HOLIDAY - -OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM - MT. OF OLIVES - VIA DOLOROSA 
- MT. ZION 

This morning, we ascend the Mt. of Olives for a panoramic view of Jerusalem. This is an important site in 
both the Jewish and Christian traditions. The mountain has served as a burial ground for the Jewish People 
for 3,000 years, and among the 150,000 graves, there are the tombs of the prophets Haggai, Zachariah and 
Malachi, as well as many other notable rabbinical figures. The Mount of Olives is mentioned frequently in the 
New Testament as the place where Jesus stood when he wept over Jerusalem. 

Our group may opt to descend via the Palm Sunday Walk to vis-
it the Garden of Gethsemane. Enter the Garden of Gethsemane, 
with its ancient olive trees believed to date back to the times of 
Christ. The garden is next to the magnificent Church of all Na-
tions (Basilica of Agony) & The Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Tomb of the Virgin Mary. 

Enter the gates of the old city and walk the Via Dolorosa and 
end with a visit to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. This is in 



fact, a complex of various chapels built on what was called the Hill of Gol-
gotha. 

We will visit today the heart of the Jewish people – The Western Wall - 
where you may want to join visitors by putting notes in the wall with spe-
cial requests or prayers to God.  Above you, you will see the Temple 
Mount, sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians. Originally, it was the site 
of the two great Temples of Jerusalem.  Now it is the location of the Dome 
of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

 The site is mentioned in all four canonical Gospels, and it contains, ac-
cording to traditions dating back to at least the fourth century, the Calva-
ry, where Jesus was crucified, and the Tomb of Christ, where he was bur-

ied and resurrected. Today we will also stop at Mt. Zion to visit King David's Tomb and Cenacle-the Upper 
Room (Room of the Last Supper).  After Jesus ascended into heaven, the apostles gathered in the "Upper 
Room" to pray together (Acts 1:13). The culmination of their 9 day vigil was the outpouring of the Holy Spir-
it on the day of Pentecost.  

Dinner & overnight Jerusalem 

  

Day 11 - Saturday -  May 27 - JERUSALEM - MASADA - DEAD SEA - BORDER CROSSING TO JORDAN - AQABA 

Depart early for Masada, to the legendary mountain top plateau of Masada and ascend by cable car to the 
ancient fortress.  Explore the site with its synagogue and bathhouse. Here, was the last stronghold of the 

Jewish Zealots in their struggle against the Romans. 
After Descending from Masada by cable car we will 
stop at the Dead Sea, the lowest point on the face of 
the earth. After lunch we will continue South arriving 
at the border crossing into Jordan.  When we finish 
with the border crossing formalities we drive to the 
Aqaba for 

Dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 12 - Sunday --May 28 –  AQABA - PETRA - AQABA 

Today you will travel approximately two hours to the 
UNESCO World Heritage site of Petra, renowned for its massive architecture, pools, dams and water chan-
nels. Petra is the legacy of the Nabateans who settled in the south of Jordan 
more than 2,000 years ago. Begin your unforgettable trip into this cultural land-
mark with a short horseback-ride for about 2300ft. until the entrance of the Siq, 
Approach and cross the “Siq”, an immense crack in the Nubian sandstone almost 
one-half mile long. Near the end of the passage, the Siq makes one last turn and 
out of the gloom, Petra's most impressive monument, Al Khazneh (The Treas-
ury), appears in the towering brightness.  

Petra is famous for a number of additional monuments such as royal tombs, the 
court, roman theatre, Roman Street, qasser el- bint (Palace of Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter) and many other smaller monuments which fascinate the visitors. The city 
itself is almost 45 square km and is considered to be one of the wonders of the 
world. Take a break for lunch in a nice surrounding and time to explore the site  



Enjoy lunch at Basic Restaurant or similar. 

Today we will enjoy a thrilling two-hour jeep tour in Wadi Rum either in the morning or after Petra.  The Wa-
di Rum protectorate is comprised of 74,000-hectares and is inscribed as a mixed natural and cultural site and 
is situated in southern Jordan, near the border with Saudi Arabia. It features a varied desert landscape con-
sisting of a range of narrow gorges, natural arches, towering cliffs, ramps, massive landslides, and caverns. 
Petroglyphs, inscriptions and archaeological remains in the site testify to 12,000 years of human occupation 

and interaction with the natural environment. The combi-
nation of 25,000 rock carvings with 20,000 inscriptions 
trace the evolution of human thought and the early devel-
opment of the alphabet. The site illustrates the evolution 
of pastoral, agricultural and urban activity in the region. 
Return to Aqaba. 

Dinner & overnight Aqaba 

  

Day 13 - Monday  May 29 – Choice of activities today with 
your guide - Dinner & overnight EILAT 

Today wake up bright and early to greet the morning de-
sert sun! We cross back into Israel by way of the Arava border crossing and make our way back to Eilat. Your 
Israeli guide will meet you once you cross the border.  After checking into our Hotel you can enjoy the day by 
relaxing poolside or on the shores of the Red Sea. If you wish you can take advantage of one of the optional 
tours that will be available. 

Farewell Dinner and overnight in Eilat. 

 

Day 14 - Tuesday - May 30 - EILAT - TEL AVIV (BEN GURION INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT) - FLIGHT BACK 
HOME 

Transfer by bus to Ramon airport for your flight to Tel Aviv to connect with  EL AL ISRAEL AIRLINES Flight # 11 
departing at 1:15 PM- arrive JFK at 5:44 PM ( 

 

 

NOTE:l 

 

BELOW ARE THE OPTIONS FOR PASSENGERS IN EILAT 

 

Dolphin Reef Eilat on the shores of the Red Sea, is an ecological site unique in Israel and throughout the 
world where you can enjoy a natural atmosphere, magical views, secluded beach, together with the unusual 
opportunity of meeting and observing dolphins in their natural habitat. 

A group of “bottlenose” dolphins, including babies born at the site, maintain their daily routine of hunting, 
playing, courting and socializing. They are free to choose between human company or to continue their daily 
routine in the group. Here you can enjoy getting close to the dolphins from floating piers and observation 
points or during one of the guided swims or dives,  

OR 



Visit Kibbutz Neot Semadar, and ecological Kibbutz 40 minutes north of Eilat.  Our visit will take about 1.5 
hours and will include the Arts Complex and the Vineyard, including local wine and date tasting. You will hear 
about the special community that came together to build the kibbutz, far away from the bustling city, build-
ing an organic community, a unique Arts Center towering over the surrounding area and using natural wind 
flow for ventilation. The group can also partake in varied workshops such as wine making, desert building 
techniques, use of gray water, organic agriculture and more. 

OR 

Kibbutz Lotan Eco Tour about 40 minutes north of Eilat 

Enjoy a guided tour of Lotan's Eco-Park and organic/permaculture gardens. (60-90 minutes) 

When and why did they start recycling at Lotan? What creative solutions did we find for all the accumulated 
waste? How do you make building materials from sand, water and straw? How do you grow organic vegeta-
bles in desert soil? What is common between a small kibbutz in the Arava desert and Al Gore, past Vice Presi-
dent of the United States? 

Learn about the desert superfoods - Aloe, Neem and Moringa, and how they contribute to our health? 

Enjoy fascinating stories about the environment and sustainability. 

The tour includes organic herbal teas from the Lotan herb garden 

Extra Options to add onto the Eco Tour: 

- Combine practical hands-on experience and mud work

 Visit our ecological campus. This is a sustainable neighborhood for our permaculture students, with mud 
houses, organic gardens, solar ovens, compost systems, bio-gas energy and more… 

- Extra explanations on desert herbs and their medicinal uses

- Experience an aloe Vera workshop where you source the plant, extract its gel and learn if its amazing medic-
inal powers.

OR 

Visit the beautiful landscape of Timna Park north of Eilat, whose pink rock formations carved out of wind and 
sand, provide an enchanting landscape for a hike or a visit. You may include in the visit a stop at Solomon’s 
Pillars (20-minute walk or so), an activity with colored sand, a visit to the Wilderness Tabernacle. 

OR 

Visit the Coral Beach where you can rent snorkels and enjoy some floating time in the Red Sea. 

OR 

Pending availability visit to Water Plant. 

OR 

Hike the the beautiful Red Canyon outside Eilat, where you will descent via stakes in the cliff side and walk in 
the narrow passageway reminiscent of the Siq at Petra. 

Our rate includes 

 Meeting & assistance on arrival and departure at Ben-Gurion Airport by Amiel representative 

 Porterage at airport and hotels 



 12 overnights at the above-mentioned hotels or similar 

 12 days sightseeing as per your program outlined above 

 English speaking tour guide throughout the tour – different guide Israel and Jordan. 

 Luxury air-conditioned vehicle as mentioned above with Wifi – different bus in Jordan and Eilat 

 Headsets throughout the tour in Israel 

 Free upgrade to suite at hotels for Headmaster and double room at Kfar Hanokdim Bedouin hospi-
tality 

 Meal arrangements: Half Board, including full Israeli buffet breakfast and dinners at hotels daily. 

 St. Peter fish lunch on 21 May – service fee included 

 Tasting Tour Mahane Yehuda Market – 24 May – including two local guides 

 Falafel/middle Eastern falafel/mixed grill lunch – Bethlehem – St. George or The Tent restaurants 
or similar – May 25 – service fee included 

 Lunch in Dead Sea area – May 27 – service fee included – option to change to Arava or to Aqaba 

 Lunch in Patra – Basic restaurant or similar May 28 – service fee included 

 Farewell dinner Eilat – 29 May – The Last Refuge – service fee included 

 Entrance fees: (Unlimited National Parks Card) 2 TREES for Tree planting with KKL, Caesarea Na-
tional Park, Akko, Rosh Hanikra, Banias, Kfar Kedem (Wheat in the Galillee – package 1), Nazareth, 
Capernaum, Tabgha, Boat Ride on the Sea of Galilee, Bio Tour at Sde Eliyahu (including coffee/
cake), Beit She’an, Gan Hashlosha, Kfar Hanokdim – camel rides and hospitality, Israel Museum, 
Yad Vashem (with group guide and local headsets), Mahane Yehuda Market Culinary Tour and 
tasting (including two local guides and tasting), City of David, Bethlehem (free – contingent on 
shopping or meal with local provider), Dig for a Day at Beit Guvrin National Park, Neve Shalom vis-
it, Qumran, Ein Gedi, Massada (2-way cable car ride), Petra, Jeep Tour in Wadi Rum (2 hours) and 
all churches and mosques in the program. 

 Pilgrimage Certificate – contingent on furnishing by IMOT 

  Visa to Jordan 

 Border taxes – Israel and Jordan 

 Welcome Kit 

  1 free person sharing double room every 20 full paying pax (max 4 frees in two double rooms, 
children are not considered full paying pax) 

  Jordanian English-Speaking guide border to border 

 1 short horse ride in Petra in designated area (excludes the horse boy tips) – this item is not in-
sured and not recommended 

 01 Bottles of water on BUS per day in JORDAN only 

  Visa free - passport list needed 7 days prior to arrival (due to covid please send earlier) 



Participants 20/24 25/29 30/34 

Per person in double occupancy 

Single supplement 

Triple Reduction 

Airfare 

Our rates exclude: 

 Expenses of a personal nature. 

 Porterage at border crossings 

 Bloomfield Science Museum - $10 per person supplement on package rate 

 Western Wall Tunnels - $12 per person – local guide $90 per group of 25 pax 

 Visit to water plant – pending confirmation and pricing prior to group arrival 

 Meals throughout the entire tour other than those mentioned. 

 Tips to driver, guide, hotel and restaurant staff; our suggestions – to be prepared in advance by group: 

• For the guide $6-$10 per person, per day

• For the driver $4-$7 per person, per day

• For the hotel personnel $3 per person per night

• Service at restaurants – 12%-15%

 Any other item not mentioned above 

 Travel insurance 

 Drinks other than mentioned above 

 Animal rides/ carriages in Jordan/Petra 

 Covid-19 insurance and testing of any sort – in accordance with government regulations and pricing at 
the time of travel. 



18-19 May Dan Panorama Tel Aviv – Tel Aviv rooms 

19-20 May Bayview Haifa 

20-22 May Hagoshrim Kibbutz hotel Upper Galilee 

22-23 May Kfar Hanokdim tent 

23-27 May  Dan Jerusalem hotel 

27-29 May Hyatt Regency, Aqaba 

29-30 May Vert Eilat 

HOTEL PROPOSED OR SIMILAR 

Please note that hotel may change once the group 

will be confirmed due to availability 


