PARIS, NORMANDY, LOIRE VALLEY CASTLES

6 Days/5 Nights Itinerary

DAY 1: PARIS, GIVERNY, BAYEUX
Pick up at your hotel in Paris.
Transfer to Giverny for a guided
visit of Monet’s house and gardens.
Claude Monet lived for forty-three
years in this house in Giverny. With
a passion for gardening as well as
for colours, he conceived both his
flower garden and water garden as
true works of art. Walking through
his house and gardens, visitors
can still feel the atmosphere which
reigned in the home of the Master
of Impressionism and marvel at the
floral compositions and nymphéas,
his greatest sources of inspira-
tion. Then on to Bayeux for a visit
of the Bayeux Tapestry, which is a
70 metres long embroidery, made
in the 11th century. It is listed as a
‘Memory of the World" by UNESCO.
Transfer to Bayeux. Welcome dinner
& overnight at your hotel. (D)

DAY 2: MONT-ST-MICHEL

Breakfast at your hotel. Pick up

and transfer to Le Mont-St-Michel:
perched on a rocky islet in the midst
of vast sandbanks, exposed to

powerful tides between Normandy
and Britain stand the ‘Wonder of
the West'. Visit this exceptional site
formed by a granite island with

its village houses huddled close
together and encircled by walls. On
top lies the Abbey of the Mont-St-
Michel, a Gothic and Benedictine
abbey dedicated to the archangel
St Michael. Transfer & settle into
your hotel in Tours. Overnight at your
hotel. (B)

DAY 3: CHEVERNY, CHENONCEAU,
AMBOISE

Breakfast at your hotel. Pick up for
a full day of discovery of the Loire
valley and visit of Cheverny, one of
the finest castle in the Loire Val-

ley. The castle exhibits a range of
artworks by Titian as well as fine
tapestries by David Teniers. Visit of
the castle of Chenonceau, known

as “Chateau des Dames” or “the
castle of six ladies” for the succes-
sion of powerful French noblewomen
of Chenonceau who each made an
impact on the castle forming it into
the lovely chateau we see today. It is

certainly one of the most romantic
Chateaux in

Loire Valley. Visit of Clos Lucé, a
mansion in Amboise located 500
meters fromthe Royal chateau
d’Amboise, to which it is connected
by an underground passageway.

In 1516, King Francois | invited
Leonardo Da Vinci to Amboise and
provided him with the Clos Lucé as
a place to stay and to work. Today
the Clos Lucé mansion is a museum
that reflects the prestigious his-
tory of the region and includes forty
models of the various machines
designed by Leonardo. Guided visit
of Chateau d’ Amboise from the

XV and XVIIIl centuries - an Italian
touch! Visit of the Royal House, the
Chapel (Leonardo da Vinci's tomb)
and the gardens. Back to Tours.
Dinner & overnight at your hotel.
(B, D)
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DAY 4. CHARTRES

Breakfast at your hotel. Pick up to
transfer to Chartres and a guided
visit the Chartres Cathedral. Master-
piece of religious art of the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, known
worldwide for its 176 stained glass
windows and 9 carved portals. The
first cathedral in France registered
on the World Heritage List (1979)

by UNESCO. Transfer & settle into
your hotel in Paris. Overnight at your
hotel. (B)

DAY 5: PARIS

Breakfast at your hotel. This morn-
ing you will enjoy a panoramic tour
of Paris where we will discover the
essentials: Invalides, Orsay Museum,
Notre-Dame and Ste Chapelle, Hotel
de Sully, Bastille, Hotel de Ville, the
Louvre, Opera, Madeleine, Tuileries
Garden, Concorde Place, Champs-
Elysées Avenue, Arc of Triumph,
Trocadéro and the Eiffel tow-er. This
afternoon, you will visit the Louvre
Museum. The Louvre Museum, the
former residence of the kings of
France, is one of the biggest muse-
ums in the world.lts collections are
spread over 8 departments: Near
Eastern Antiquities, Islamic Art,

Chateau de Chenonceau

Egyptian Antiquities, Greek, Etruscan
and Roman Antiquities, Paintings,
Sculptures, Decorative Arts, and
Prints and Drawings dating from the
Middle Ages to 1848. At the end the
day, get picked up at your hotel by
your driver and transfer to the Seine
River banks and board for a dinner-
cruise on the Seine. Enjoy typical
French food while admiring Paris
main monuments by night. Back to
& overnight in your hotel in Paris.
(B. D)

DAY 6: DEPARTURE
Breakfast at your hotel & transfer to
Paris airport. (B)

WHAT’S INCLUDED

e Transport in executive coach ac-
cording to the above program

e The services of a professional
guide during the above pro-
gram.

* 5 nights hotel accommodation

e Daily breakfasts

e 3 dinners

e Cruise dinner on the Seine River
(drinks are included)

e Entrances & Visits according to
the above program:

e Chateau de Chenonceau

e Cha-teau d’Amboise and Clos
Lucé

e Chateau de Cheverny

e Chartres’ Cathedral

® Monet’s house and gardens

® [ouvre museum

® Bayeux Tapestries

e Mont-St-Michel Abbey

NOT INCLUDED

® Drinks, other meals not mentioned
in the program

 Any other options, tips or
personal expenses, luggage
handling

® [nsurance

B Breakfast

L Lunch

D Dinner

WT  Wine Tasting
CT  Cheese Tasting
CL  Cooking Lesson
A Aperitif

HD Half Day
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